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	Not Ready

_Just a quick oneshot set post 5x19 (Sisters). In a face-off with Hades, Regina gets injured and Zelena worries. Mills sister feels. I don't own Once or any of its characters. Apologies for any mistakes. Hope you enjoy :)_

Zelena frowns as she stands in Hades lair. She's been here several times now but never as she been as afraid as she feels now. She came down here with the intent of hopefully changing Hades' mind. She wants to give them a chance but not at the expense of her sister. The Charmings, she could give or take, but she has no more desire to hurt Regina.

It's not who she wants to be anymore. The wickedness shall always be in her past but that doesn't mean it has to be her future. She has a baby whose life she wants to be a part of, and a good part, a part that her daughter would be proud of. She's met her mother and whilst her feelings towards Cora, the resentment, the pain, haven't quite been resolved, at least she got an apology. She got to meet her and uncover a secret that began to mend the rift between her and Regina. Finally, she has her sister who's fighting for her and her redemption, who actually wants her around and Zelena doesn't want to lose that.

Hades is promising a lot and it sounds wonderful in principle. What worries Zelena is the cost of those promises.

Now she's standing between Hades and Regina. His deep frown is what scares her the most. It's the expression he has while he's thinking, when he's preparing to do as much as damage as he can. Her sister's expression is steely and determined, ready to fight to save her family and friends, and hopefully escape the Underworld in one piece.

_Just don't do anything stupid_ Zelena thinks as she watches the way Regina's hand flex, ready for magic, ready for a battle that Zelena doesn't want to come to pass.

"What happened Zelena?" Hades asks, his tone bitter and disappointed, "How did she change your mind?"

"I'm capable of changing my own mind Hades," she replies as she watches him cautiously.

"We could have had everything," he fumes, his hair sparking into flames as his anger begins to overtake him.

"We still can," Zelena tries, "Hades, we can have our home in Storybrooke but not at the expense of my sister and her family."

"They'll never accept us, you said it yourself," Hades argues as his hands crackle with dark energy, "We cannot have our happy ending with her around."

Zelena shakes her head, "I was wrong. Hades please don't do this."

"I have to," Hades replies before turning to Regina and sending a blast of magic her way. Regina narrows her eyes in concentration as she raises her own hands and tries to fight off Hades' power. Zelena shakes her head at Hades as she races to her sister's side. Regina smiles at her as Zelena raises her own hands in an attempt to help.

At her move, Hades' frown deepens even more and she can see the rage crossing his features. He scowls darkly as he smacks his fist down onto his table, smashing it with one magical blast. Zelena ducks down as the stones fly towards them. She grabs Regina's hand to drag her down missing Hades' grin as uses the distraction to send another blast of magic the brunette's way.

Regina gasps as the dark fireball smacks into her side and she collapses onto the ground beside Zelena with a pained groan.

"Regina?" Zelena asks, fear shooting through her as her sister crumples to the floor. She frowns as she shakes Regina's shoulder before looking to Hades, "What did you do?"

Hades simply shakes his head at her as he replies, "You chose her."

"I chose not to let you kill my sister!" Zelena shouts.

"So, now she's your sister? What about me? What about us?"

Zelena shakes her head, frowning as tears prick at the edge of her vision, "We could still have been something Hades. You didn't have to do this." She looks down at her sister before kneeling down next to her and taking her hand in her own, "Don't you even dare think about dying," she warns before poofing them back to the farmhouse.

Zelena frowns as she poofs her sister onto the bed. Their mother restored her memories and she can now vividly recall saving Regina once. It was simpler then. Her magic was untainted and innocent and all she wanted to do was help. She sighs wishing that she and Regina has had a chance to know each other then. Instead they were both banished back to their lonely, painful lives. A tear rolls down her cheek as she thinks of their goodbyes to Cora.

She only just got to see her mother and lost her within hours. She doesn't want to lose her sister within hours too, not after so much time wasted fighting and trying to kill one another.

Zelena's hands shake as she stands over her sister. _Please let this work_. Tears roll down her cheeks as she begs with herself not to fail now. She gasps slightly as green magic begins to stream from her hands. Zelena wills her powers to heal, to cure whatever Hades has done before it's too late to save Regina.

The process seems to take hours as Zelena pleads with every power she can think of to spare the life of her sister. In reality, it's mere seconds that tick by as Zelena uses her magic to counteract Hades spell.

Finally, Regina's eyes open with a gasp. She coughs and splutters as she awakens, sitting up with a pained wince. She frowns as she rubs her side before she's suddenly pulled into a hug. Zelena holds her sister close as she lets out a sob of relief, "You're an idiot," she finally cries.

Regina rolls her eyes, "Save my life, then insult me, nice."

Zelena shakes her head, "I'm so sorry he did that. I told him not to hurt you…I'm sorry you got caught in the middle of this..."

"Zelena," Regina interrupts, "You saved me."

Another tear rolls down her cheek as she replies, "We just lost our mother and I never got the chance to know you. I'm not ready to lose you too."

Regina smiles softly her as she reaches for her sister's hand, "Thank you."

Zelena smiles back before gently poking Regina's shoulder as she replies, "Don't do it again."

"I'll try," Regina answers as she rubs her side again. Zelena frowns before holding her hands over her sister's side, "I got the spell but not the burn. Sorry."

"It's fine, I've had worse."

"I don't care if you've had worse," Zelena tells her, "You're my sister. I don't want to see you hurt…not when I can help…she asked us to hold onto each other and I'm sure you want to bug me for years to come yet."

Regina smiles, sighing in relief as the ache in her side finally abates, "I've got to make up for all that wasted time."

"We both do," Zelena replies before frowning seriously, "I meant it. I don't want to lose you yet."

Regina nods as she leans up to hug her sister again as she promises, "You're not going to."

_Thanks for reading :)_


End file.
